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SUB J : GOMWALK COMES TO LAGOS 
REF: KADUNA 615 

SUMMARY: GENERAL GOWON SUMMONED BENUE-PLATEAU GOVERNOR 
GOMWALK TO LAGOS YESTERDAY, PRESUMABLY TO DISCUSS 
CORRUPTION CHARGES RECENTLY BROUGHT AGAINST GOVERNOR. 

ANY DECISION ON COURSE OF ACTION PROBABLY WILL NOT 
BE KNOWN UNTIL AFTER GOWON RETURNS FROM VISIT TO PRC. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. BENUE-PLATEAU GOVERNOR GOMWALK FLEW INTO LAGOS 
YESTERDAY AFTERNOON, APPARENTLY SUMMONED BY GENERAL 
GOWN. GOMWALK STATED PURPOSE OF VISIT WAS "TO HOLD 
CONSULTATIONS WITH HEAD OF STATE," PRESUMABLY CENTERING 
ON CORRUPTION CHARGES RECENTLY BROUGHT AGAINST GOVERNOR 
BY NORTHERN BUSINESS MEN (REFTEL). 

2. BASIC DEFENSE GOMWALK HAS OFFERED AGAINST CHARGES 
SO FAR HAS BEEN COMPLETE DENIAL OF ANY WRONG-DOING, 
SUPPORTED BY AFFIDAVITS OF PRIVATE BUSINESSMEN AND 

BP STATE OFFICIALS ATTESTING TO GOVERNOR'S HONESTY 
AND PATRIOTISM. SEVERAL SOUTHERN NEWSPAPERS HAVE 
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ANSWER SPECIFIC CHARGES AND THAT GOMWALK SHOULD 
PERSONALLY PRESENT HIS OWN DEFENSE. IMPLICATION OF 
GENERAL EDITORIAL STANCE APPEARS TO BE THAT GOMWALK 
SHOULD EITHER REFUTE CHARGES OR RESIGN. 

3. COMMENT: PUBLICITY ON "GOMWALK AFFAIR" HAS BEEN 
RISING STEADILY AND GOWON, WHO IS DEPARTING ON TEN 
DAY VISIT TO PRC SEPTEMBER 7 (LAGOS 7444), UNDOUBTEDLY 
WISHED TO DISCUSS MATTER WITH GOVERNOR BEFOR TRIP. 
FINAL DECISION ON COURSE OF ACTION MAY NOT BE TAKEN, 
AND PROBABLY WILL NOT BECOME KNOWN, UNTIL AFTER 
GOWN'S RETURN - IF THEN. 

4. COMPARED TO THEIR ANTI-TARKA CAMPAIGN, NEWSPAPERS 
HAVE TAKEN MUCH MORE CAUTIOUS STAND. STILL, IN LIGHT 
OF RECENT FMG THREAT OF PRESS CRACK-DOWN (LAGOS 8062). 
EDITORIAL REACTION HAS BEEN STRONGER THAN MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN EXPECTED. 

RHEINHARDT 
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